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1. The 41st Executive Committee Meeting Hosted by ASCE, September 23-24, 2021
Summarized by Dr. Udai P. Singh, ACECC Secretary General
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The 41st Executive Committee Meeting was notable in many ways. Thanks to ASCE, the meetings
(TCCM, FCM, PCM, ECM, and 3 technical seminars) on live video (by Zoom) were conducted
flawlessly. We had full participation, with all 15 ACECC members represented; in addition,
Engineering New Zealand attended as an observer at our invitation. For the first time we had a
formal scheduled meeting of the Finance Committee where items other than the Finance Report
from the secretariat were discussed.
We added a new technical committee (TC-28: Application of Monitoring Technology for
Infrastructure Maintenance) chaired by JSCE. We discussed how to jump start implementation of
the strategic plan approved at the 40th ECM. Four of the six goals of the strategic plan were
targeted, and two tactical actions for each of these four goals were identified for immediate
implementation along with specific individuals and leaders responsible for carrying them out. We
look forward to hearing from them on progress made at the next ECM. It is heartening to note that
the Future Leader Forum has made tremendous progress, completing some of their actions already.

Kudos to the FLC for conducting monthly technical webinars attended by hundreds of young
leaders of our profession from across ACECC member societies.

TC17 Seminar

TC14 Seminar

It is exciting to see progress being made on the Code of Ethics being developed for ACECC
member economies by TC-17. We received many constructive comments on the draft Code at the
TC-17 seminar held immediately after the ECM. We hope that all member societies send feedback
on it to TC-17 in the next month or so, as they intend to submit a final Code of Ethics at the 42 nd
ECM for discussion and possible approval.
Perhaps the pandemic has slowed the response from member societies in making nominations for
ACECC awards. The deadline is November 24, 2021. So it is not late, and members should
consider submitting nominations for projects, individuals, and TC awards in the next few weeks.

Message from the ECM Chair
Dr. R. M. Vasan
ECM Chair
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Institution of Civil Engineers, India (ICE, India)

I take this opportunity to convey my greetings to all ACECC members. I would also like to express
my gratitude and appreciation to the President of ASCE for successfully hosting the 41st ECM.
Despite not being able to meet in person, the ECM Meeting was well organized by conducting
discussions through ZOOM. The humble presence of the President ASCE and his deliberations on
the activities of ACECC on the Role played for the benefit of society are gratefully acknowledged.
It is heartening to note that 41st ECM was fully attended by all the ACECC members along with one
representative from New Zealand invited as an observer. Dr. Udai.P.Singh discussed that strategic
planning exercise has been completed and a new task force will start including technical events by
the next ECM. It was also decided that external reviewing will be done to support activities.
Discussions were held on organizing CECAR-9 during a detailed presentation by Prof.T.R. Piplani.
It was mentioned that CECAR-9 is planned to be held as in-person event at Goa (India) in
September,2022. However, the final decision shall be conveyed by ICE(I) after consultations.
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Financial report presented by Engr. Bashir and the efforts made by him were highly appreciated.
Engr. Bashir has requested all the members to give suggestions regarding T.O.R.
Engr. Bashir and Engr. Shailendra Ram’s contributions were greatly appreciated, and it was
proposed by the Chairman of the PCM that the tenure of the Future Leader Forum (FLF) be
extended to two years. It was also intimated that FLF will organize at least one webinar every
month to enhance their future endeavors.
The approval was granted by ECM that 42nd ECM shall be organized by HAKI and 43rd ECM to be
organized by ICE(I). A detailed program will be circulated by HAKI regarding the 42nd ECM to be
held late March 2022.
With this I thank everyone’s valued participation and look forward to meet everyone in person soon
with future prospects. I also extend my best wishes to all the members of HAKI to organize the next
ECM by March 2022.

Message from the PCM Chair
Dr. Rajinder Ghai
PCM Chair
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Institution of Civil Engineers, India (ICE, India)

The pandemic has forced the adoption of new ways of working. During the pandemic, we all must
have observed how quickly and effectively technologies for video conferencing and other forms of
digital collaboration were adopted.
We are getting back to a normal life after COVID-19 vaccination. Well, I wish that things are
improving world-wide also and hopefully our next ECM would be conducted via in person.
Everything will be back soon, but patience and following the state guidelines are the only key to
come out from this situation.
This time, by keeping the safety in mind, the 35th PCM was again held via online mode.
First and foremost, I would like to thank and congratulate American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) for organizing and hosting the 35th Planning Committee Meeting (PCM) of 41st ECM. I also
express my sincere appreciation to Ms. Laura Champion who resumed the charge of ACECC
Administrator from her predecessor Ms. Meggan. I wish a happy retirement to Ms. Meggan.
The PCM meeting started with a welcome note and continued as per 14 number agenda points. A
detailed discussion was held to decide these agenda points, which are detailed below:
1. We have jump started the implementation of ACECC Strategic Plan. Dr. Udai P. Singh
(Secretary General) presented the tactic actions and goals of Committees. Out of 6 number
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pre-decided goals, goal number 1, 2, 4, and 5 have been taken up this time and goal number
3 and 6 have been kept for next PCM.
2. ACECC is approaching the official representatives of Civil Engineering societies from
Lebanon and UAE to encourage them to join ACECC as member. Representatives from
Engineering New Zealand had also attended the 41st ECM as an observer to possibly join as
ACECC member.
3. Secretary General presented the secretariat reports on ACECC activities, Future Leader
Forum (FLF) activities, TC activities, CECAR 9, ACECC website and other items. The report
presented by SG was accepted by PCM.
4. Engr. Sohail Bashir presented the FLF activity report, activity plans towards CECAR 9, FLF
programs. A brief presentation was given by Chair, FLC (Dr. Prasanti), and she explained that
how the FLF is achieving the gender equality and conducting the monthly international
seminars. The work done by FLF under the chairmanship of Engr. Bashir is highly appreciated
by all the members.
5. A proposal to extend the FLF committee tenure from one year to two years has been
accepted unanimously. The Planning Committee recommended this to ECM for approval.
6. Dr. Luh-Maan Chang (CICHE), Chair of Subcommittee on ACECC Awards, presented the
activity report and it was informed that the due date for nominations is 24-Nov-2021.
7. On behalf of LOC Chair (Mr. Prithipal Singh), Prof. T. R. Piplani (Director, CECAR9, ICE,
India) presented the report giving the details of collaboration with Industries/Governments,
monthly ACECC-CECAR9 team update, CECAR9 outreach, collaborative programs with
other institutions, registration and activities related to CECAR9 papers and
exhibitors/sponsors.
8. Dr. S. L. Swamy (ICE, India) has proposed to conduct the 42 nd ECM on hybrid mode
(physical as well as online) and at least one member from each member country may attend
the meeting. Dr. Prasanti (HAKI) proposed that HAKI is willing to host the 42nd ECM by Hybrid
mode. The proposal has been accepted unanimously by PCM and recommended to ECM for
approval.
9. ICE (I) will host the 43rd ECM along with CECAR9 and KSCE will host the 44 th ECM as per
conventional practice of ACECC.
Glimpses of the meeting
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Message from the TCCM Chair
Dr. S. D. Sharma
TCCM Chair
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Institution of Civil Engineers, India (ICE, India)

It gives me immense pleasure in writing few words for the current News Letter of ACECC. The 30 th
TCCM was held under virtual mode on Zoom platform on 23 rd September, 2021.
As is well known, Technical Committees are the back bone of the ACECC. Presently 9 TCs namely,
TC14, TC17, TC18, TC21, TC22, TC23, TC24, TC25, TC26 and newly added TC27 are functional
covering wide range of topics. So far, the TCs were within the domain of Civil Engineering. But as
we all know that without multidisciplinary approach, we cannot find solutions to all the problems
faced by the Civil Engineers, the new TC by the PICE namely, Interdisciplinary Strategic Foresight
for Infrastructure (TC27) is a welcome move in this regard.
All the ongoing TCs made a good progress during this pandemic time also but this was mainly
holding seminars, webinars etc. Hardly any practical work could be done under different TCs. The
TC Chairs also explained their programs for CECAR 9.
TC14 and TC17 organized seminars during the current ECM which were well received by the
participants. TC 14 may present a Road-Map to Sustainable Infrastructure during CECAR-9. TC-17
presented the draft Code of Ethics for ACECC and interactive discussions with members took place
during the seminar.
The discussions during the TCCM were lively and I hope more and more Societies will take part in
the discussions as well as will be the part of the various TCs. I also feel that ACECC develops
suitable mechanism for documenting the final outcome of the individual TC.
I wish that all the members of ACECC stay safe and in good health in this pandemic time.

2. Messages from ACECC Secretariat
Message from the Secretary General
Dr. Udai P. Singh
Secretary General
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Here are a few more thoughts I did not present in my opening article of this Newsletter, primarily on
CECAR 9 and upcoming ECMs.
I have been somewhat involved in the CECAR 9 planning process with the host and organizer
ICE(I). Despite the pandemic, I can say that CECAR 9 planning is going reasonably well. However,
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they have received fewer abstracts from foreign countries than normal, likely because of the
pandemic. Almost all TCs have technical sessions planned at the conference. CECAR 9 is planned
to be held in person (not in a virtual mode). It is normal to be concerned about traveling to a foreign
country with the recent pandemic condition, but we are now beginning to see glimmers of much
better situation in many countries. In USA we just had a major conference in October in the area of
water & wastewater (WEFTEC’21), with thousands of attendees in person, and some other
conferences planned for next year in person. If you or any of your colleagues have hesitated to
submit an abstract for CECAR 9, please feel free to do so in November despite going past the
deadline, as the organizers will be more flexible in considering abstracts coming from outside India.
We have held the last four ECMs virtually, due to the pandemic. All of us are craving to meet in
person, and we should do so carefully, safely, and gradually. We cannot be completely risk averse
and need to manage these risks using the advice of scientists and physicians. At the 41 st ECM we
decided to hold the 42nd ECM in a hybrid mode, and HAKI offered to do so in Indonesia in late
March 2022. This is a good first step, giving members the choice to join physically or virtually. More
information will be coming on the 42nd ECM in Indonesia in the coming months. Most countries are
seeing a gradual decrease in coronavirus cases and hospitalizations currently, possibly as a result
of increasing vaccinations. If this continues, we should be able to get more confident in traveling to
Goa, India for the 43rd ECM and CECAR 9 in September 2022. I have been monitoring the
coronavirus situation internationally, and now my wife and I are planning to travel to UK and India
for a month in November/December 2021 to meet family and friends, as the pandemic situation
there, especially in India, appears to be improving significantly.
Thank you for your participation in the 41st ECM and cooperation on ACECC activities. Best wishes
for a safe holiday season for you, your family, and your colleagues, and looking forward to a much
better year in 2022!

Message from the 1st Deputy Secretary General
Dr. Seunghak Lee
The 1st Deputy Secretary General
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Korean Society of Civil Engineers (KSCE)
We have run three consecutive ECM meetings in virtual manner due to the COVID-19 pandemic
situation, which were undoubtedly successful and gave us a chance to experience and consider a
different type of meeting in ACECC. It was the most pleasure to see the active movements than
ever in each technical committees (TCs) and particularly in future leader forum (FLF) during the
recent TCCM and PCM. Meanwhile, we have had the chances to welcome new member societies
in ACECC. With the ever-growing number of member societies in ACECC, it should be the right
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time to remind our initial manner of cooperation based on the mutual concession and consideration
prior to moving up towards the next level of ACECC.
We are expecting our mega-event of CECAR9 in Goa, India next year. I would take this chance to
appreciate ICE(I) for all of their efforts to organize this event successfully and safely. The Secretary
General (SG) and two Deputy SGs will support ICE(I) with pleasure as best we can.

Message from the 2nd Deputy Secretary General
Mr. Shalendra Ram
The 2nd Deputy Secretary General
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Engineers Australia (EA)
We are in the last quarter of 2021 with ongoing COVID restrictions in Australia, but plans are underway
to lift restrictions in Australia when the population reaches high levels (>80%) of vaccinations.
To start with I would like to thank my nominators as I was privileged and honoured to make it to the
short list of finalists for the 2021 Professional Engineer of the Year (PoEY) in Queensland, Australia
and I congratulate my colleague, Cheryl Desha as the winner! I was an apology at the ACECC 41st
PCM as I was attending PoEY event.
ACECC has continued with good progress via virtual interactions up to and including the 41 st ECM
in late September. We are utilising good virtual meeting protocols and seeing fruitful discussions.
I interact monthly with ACECC’s Secretary General Dr. Udai Singh and Deputy Secretary General
Dr. Seunghak Lee and that has been useful in sharing workload amongst ourselves.
It was great to see ACECC’s Future Leaders Committee (FLC) Chair participate in the September
2021 TCM, PCM and ECM meetings of the ACECC. I continue to collaborate with the Future
Leaders Group and the FLC. The current FLC tenure has been extended to finish at the end of
2022 and this will provide opportunities for FLG to collaborate even better with all ACECC member
economy FLG representatives and to remain proactive. Their focus on networking and sharing of
knowledge through the monthly international seminars and social media is encouraging.
We discussed and actioned staged implementation of the ACECC Strategic Plan at the 41 st ECM.
Australia’s neighbour Engineering New Zealand was welcomed as observers and I look forward to
them joining ACECC. I had contributed to the draft ACECC Code of Ethics and it was pleasing to
participate in TC17 Seminar to discuss the draft.
I look forward to communicating and working with the ACECC’s Chair TCCM, Chair PCM , Chair
ECM, Chair Finance, Chair FLF, Deputy Secretary Generals and the Secretary General, to ensure
ACECC remains relevant to most civil engineers in all ACECC member countries.
Stay safe and keep a look out for all health advice regarding COVID.
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3. Future Leaders Forum (FLF)
Message from the Future Leaders Committee (FLC) Chair
Dr. Asih/Prasanti Widyasih Sarli
FLC Chair
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Indonesian Society of Civil and Structural Engineers (HAKI)

Earlier this year, in March 2021, the first ever Future Leaders Committee of ACECC has been
elected and a group of Future Leaders Members has been established. This marks a major
stepping stone in ACECC’s Vision to promote collaborative work towards the development of
sustainable infrastructure within the Asian region. With this community of Young Engineers from all
15 Member Economies, ACECC is aiming to lead the way into building a diverse and inclusive
culture for young civil engineers. Not only that, the Future Leaders will create avenues for the
professional development of our young civil engineers, and, it will encourage strong international
technical collaboration among ACECC member economies.
As elected Chair of the Future Leaders Committee I cannot be more humbled in being part of such
grand vision. Even though it had only been 6 months since we had been established, the Future
Leaders had slowly shown its capability in fulfilling its promise. We had organised 5 International
Webinars, hosted by different ACECC Member Economies each month (with even more events to
come), organised the first Future Leaders Forum at the 41st ECM in September 2021 and, most
importantly, we had also slowly built a strong network of young civil engineers, that will surely be the
foundation of future collaborations.
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As a final note, on behalf of my fellow Future Leaders Committee and Future Leaders Members, I
would like to extend our sincere gratitude for this opportunity that ACECC had given us. We strongly
believe in ACECC’s vision, and we are determined to show that we, the Future Leaders, can be a
driving force in building a better more sustainable future.

4. New ACECC Member
The Moscow Department
The Russian Society of Civil Engineers (MD RSCE) – 15th Member of ACECC
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The historical foundation for the Russian Society of Civil Engineers (RSCE) dated back to the year
1866 when the Russian Technical Society for promotion of technical and industrial development
was established in St. Petersburg.
At the beginning of the 20th century it appeared as the Society of Civil Engineers, the mail goal of
which was training of engineers at the higher educational establishments and first scientific
organizations.
After the revolution of 1917 and Civil War end Russia turned into a huge construction site. No
wonder – the devastation was colossal.
Those were the years of the construction of the Turkestan-Siberian railway, the Dnepr hydroelectric
power station, the Tractor plant on the Volga river, Magnitogorsk metallurgical plant, etc.
Highly qualified engineers and professional communities were in high demand. In spite of almost
tragic history of Russia within the years of 1917 – 1945 such professional communities made their
contribution into the development of the country.
After the World War II the destroyed economy, which had previously been transferred on a war
footing, was to be restored from the zero level as well as the professional communities.
The establishing of professional communities started but there was no unifying organization on the
federal level.
After year 1991 events the market economy was coming into effect. Taking into account the
previous economic order such transition period was difficult and sometimes tragic. The economic
indicators showed a complete decline.
In 1994 the Russian Society of Civil Engineers, the voluntary union of professionals undertaking
investment and construction activity, was established.
The goals of the RSCE were as follows:
•

Enhance of the role of engineers’ intelligentsia, social status and prestige of civil engineer;

•

Provide communication between the professional community and the government bodies;

•

Support of progressive ideas and talented engineers;

•

Establish international contacts;

•

Hold contests, exhibitions and conferences;

•

Publications, informative and advertising activity.

Among the RSCE members are outstanding builders, designers, scientists, organizers of
construction process and representatives of construction materials production.
Due to the fact that the membership and financing of the activity were voluntary, the presentation
was not too enormous and some aspects of activity were not implemented.
In 2017 the Moscow department of the Russian Society of Civil Engineers (MD RSCE) was
founded. The MD RSCE has become the main division of the RSCE authorized by the latter to the
independent international and internal operations, including Europe and Asia.
The MD RSCE sponsor is the Finance-construction company within the top-10 of the Russian
developers.
During that period of time we have accomplished the following:
1. To reestablish the RSCE membership in the European Council of Civil Engineers (ECCE).
We participate in ECCE events and e-journal publications.
2. To organize process of additional education and training of Moscow city and Moscow region
construction workers at the Scientific research center of construction, Moscow Automobile
and Road Construction State Technical University and Moscow State University of Civil
Engineering on 7 specialties with state certificate issuance.
3. To organize permanent courses of BIM-technologies for training of construction engineers.
4. To hold the Russian contest of young scientists and construction professionals with 39
participants. The three best abstracts were published in the Russian professional
magazines.
5. To arrange the visit of the representatives of the European Council of Civil Engineers to
Moscow in order to get acquainted with the activity of the MD RSCE and the construction
complex of Moscow city.
6. To organize training on high-storied housing construction for the management personnel.
7. To establish a firm “Qualification Assessment Center in construction” (QAC) with the aim to
carry out independent qualification assessment of workers and managers.

A few words on our latest undertaking – Qualification Assessment Center (QAC). It has been
accredited by the National Agency on qualification development in Russia for conducting
assessment of 38 construction specialties.
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Nowadays the issue of qualification assessment especially in the construction spheres is very
relevant. It is time to bring matters of work quality to the higher level. Obviously, it can be done
only with the unified system of workers’ qualification control system which envisages conducting
examinations and arranging of the unified data base on the specialists of different kind who confirm
their qualification on regular basis from year to year. This will ensure more guarantees to an
employer as well as a specialist making it easier to find the decent employment and implementation
of one’s skills.
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Practical Exam

Theoretical Exam

The QAC can provide everything necessary for carrying out both theoretical and practical exams.
Since December 2020, about 800 specialists have managed to confirm or failed to confirm their
working qualification.
In order to embrace fully both process of training and qualification assessment by the end of 2021
we plan commissioning of a Training Center the main goal of which will be education and training
for the construction specialties.
Since 2017, the Director of the MD RSCE is Mr. Nikolay Zamytskiy and the Deputy director – Mr.
Oleg Tyurin.
We live in a time of unprecedented change in the world and we believe that the civil engineers have
a strong role to play in enabling society to cope with the challenges brought about by this change,
particularly in areas such as sustainable development, digital transformation, and the maintenance
of an open society as these relate to the built environment. Covid has accelerated this change and
brought new challenges to the fore. Deep technical knowledge, holistic professional and ethical
approach put ACECC in a strong position to provide leadership in these areas. And we are happy
to be part of it.

5. Report on the Preparation for CECAR9 (September 21-23, 2022) in Goa, India
Mr. Prithipal Singh
CECAR9 LOC Chair
Asian Civil Engineering Coordinating Council
Institution of Civil Engineers, India (ICE, India)

Greetings of the day!
Way forward: Building a Collaborative approach
Today India with its rich experience and strong policy ecosystem is suitably placed to partner to
develop a collaborative approach focused on enabling policy framework engaging with
infrastructural fraternity and explore strategies to strengthen partnerships globally. Accordingly we
are pleased to report that we have got the various leading organizations on board with us where
most of the Civil Engineers are contributing. Many more are in pipeline, will be notified in due
course.
In order to review the CECAR9 preparations, various monthly ACECC-CECAR9 Team meetings
with the ACECC Leadership were held. The CECAR9 initiatives were briefed besides the
challenges and road map were also discussed. It is a continuous process.
Various outreach programs were held such as CECAR9 awareness program, activity plan,
exploratory meetings for possible collaborations, revision of website of CECAR9, advertising in
leading journals of higher education in India.
ICE(I) is planning to host various pre-CECAR9 events and wanted to keep all ACECC member
economies in loop by spotlighting them appropriately through CECAR9 A Curtain Raiser
(Webinar Series) & Unfolding CECAR9 (e-Newsletter). It is requested to share with us a brief
write up of your organization and also provide a link on which live/recorded streaming can be done.
This can be a befitted platform for the companies of your country too who are interested in
expanding their business across Asia, Your erudite contribution is solicited. It can be a good
opportunity for the business entities to advertise for the targeted groups. For further modalities they
may be advised to contact the Director, CECAR9 will be delighted to assist them with.
Engineers Day is celebrated on 15th September every year in India to commemorate the birth
anniversary of Sir M. Visvesvaraya the Greatest Engineer of India. ICE(I) organized a mega event
on 15th September, 2021 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi by holding a National Seminar
“Infrastructure Development: Women Leading the Way” and also launched a “Compendium on 75
Women Engineer Jewels of India” to celebrate 75 years of India’s Independence “Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav” saluting to Women Engineers. Keeping in the significant the Govt. of India, Ministry of
Women & Child Development has supported this mega event. Engineers from all over India have
participated in the event. It has brought CECAR9 in the centre stage amongst the Civil Engineers.
The review process of the Abstract already submitted has been completed, as scheduled.
Accordingly this will be reflected in the time frame during the various sessions of the CECAR9.
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As the world progresses towards knowledge economy and industry , infrastructure sector to remain
one of the focuses, in order to put it on world platform, please provide maximum numbers of
prospective exhibitors and sponsors from your respective countries to make CECAR9 a mega
event.
We are continuously sharing the progress reports on the preparation of CECAR9 in the various
ECMs to update all the member economies and also seeking their active cooperation.
Since I am recuperating, my colleague Prof. T.R.Piplani, Director (CECAR), ICE (I) is shouldering
my responsibilities, on my behalf till my coming back on the scene.
Stay Safe and Hopeful!
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6. ACECC Event Calendar
Date
Nov. 16-17, 2021

Name of Event
Engineers Australia Annual Conference
th

Venue
Sydney, Australia

Nov. 19, 2021

KSCE 70 Anniversary Ceremony

Seoul, Korea

Nov. 27, 2021

CICHE Annual Meeting and Conference

New Taipei City, Taiwan

Jan./Feb. 2022

IEB Annual Convention

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Late March 2022
Sept. 14-16, 2022
Sept. 20, 2022
Sept. 21-23, 2022

ACECC 31st TCC, 36th PC, and 42nd EC Meetings
hosted by HAKI
JSCE Annual Conference
ACECC 32nd TCC, 37th PC, and 43rd EC Meeting
hosted by ICE(I)
Civil Engineering Conference in the Asian
Region, CECAR9

Indonesia
Kyoto, Japan
Goa, India
Goa, India

Oct. 19-21, 2022

KSCE 2022 CONVENTION

Busan, Korea

Oct. 23-27, 2022

ASCE 2022 Annual Convention

Anaheim, California, USA

ACECC website: http://www.acecc-world.org/
Chairman:
Secretary General:

Dr. R M Vasan., Institution of Civil Engineers, India
Dr. Udai P. Singh, D.Engr., American Society of Civil Engineers
E-mail: udaipsingh1@gmail.com

ACECC Secretariat Office, ASCE Headquarters, 1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Reston, VA 20191, USA

